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Revised California Certificates of Title 

 

New Information
On June 20, 2010, the California Certificate of Title, Certificate of Ownership (Vessels), 
and Salvage Certificate were revised.

New Security Features
All revised California ownership certificates have a prominent strand of polyester
security thread embedded into the paper. The thread is repeatedly printed with “State of 
California” in a forward/backward position in microprinted text. Additional new security
features include:

California Certificate of Title
The ISSUE DATE section is printed in red.

The VEHICLE HISTORY box, VEHICLE ID NUMBER, PLATE NUMBER, and
ODOMETER sections include the words “California Department of Motor
Vehicles,” in the shaded areas.

California Certificate of Ownership (Vessels)
The ISSUE DATE section is printed in red.

The Vessel Hull Number and CF Number sections include the words “California
Department of Motor Vehicles,” in the shaded areas.

California Salvage Certificate
The VEHICLE HISTORY box, VEHICLE ID NUMBER, PLATE NUMBER, and
ODOMETER sections include the words “California Department of Motor
Vehicles,” in the shaded areas.

Background
Additional security features were added to California Certificates of Title.

Distribution
Notification that this memo is available online, at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications
was made via California DMV’s Automated E-mail Alert System in January 2012.

Contact
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section, at (916) 657-6560 for further
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or
large print.

JEAN SHIOMOTO, Deputy Director
Communication Programs Division
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